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Messenger—July 2020
Special Dates in

July

Ladies Aid
7th @ 1:00 p.m.
****
Co-or. Council Mtg.
7th @ 6:30 p.m.
****
Worship at the
Cross
9th @ 5:30 p.m.
****
Youth Concert
11th @ 10:30 a.m.
****
Free Hot Dog Lunch
11th @ 11:30 a.m.
****
Semi-Annual
Voters Mtg.
19th @ 10:15 a.m.
****
Food Pantry
Drive Thru Service
Thursdays
1:00– 3:00 p.m.
****
Pray & Play
Tuesdays @
3:00 p.m.
(except 7/28)
****

Worship service times.

Sun. 9:00 a.m. &
10:30 a.m.
Mon. 6:30 p.m.

A Gift to Enjoy
This year in our monthly articles we are considering favorite verses
from the Bible.
This month’s favorite Bible verse is: Romans 6:23
“The wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our
Lord.”
My first paycheck. $100! A ONE with two zeroes behind it! It didn’t matter that I
spent a week pulling weeds with thistles in a 45-acre field. It didn’t matter that I
sweltered under a hot July sun. It didn’t matter that I earned minimum wage. It
had my name on it. I earned it.
There is another paycheck that I’m not so excited about. It comes in the form of
guilt pricking my conscience far deeper than a thistle could ever penetrate my
skin. Sometimes I see it when my temper flares hotter than the summer sun. I feel
it when I know I should be more considerate, more caring, more loving toward
others around me. So I work harder to do what’s right and try harder to do better
than before, but still, it never seems to be enough. And it isn’t enough, because
the Bible tells me the wages of my sin is death—and it’s your paycheck, too.
But, thank the Lord, the Bible also tells us that God is not going to give us what
we have earned with our sins. Instead, he gives us something we have not
earned—eternal life. It’s a gift that has been bought and paid for by the blood of
Jesus and earned by his death on the cross.

That takes all the pressure off, doesn’t it? Instead of the failures of our past, we
can look to Jesus’ perfect life of love. Instead of the pressures of tomorrow, we
can look to the promise of eternal life that is already won for us by Jesus’ dying
and rising from the dead. As a result, life is not a burden, but a gift to enjoy always.
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PARISH NEWS
Congregational Changes last month:
Added:
Baptism :
Released:
Transferred: Erin, Henry, Gabriella, Penelope Hahn to First Lutheran Church, La Crosse, WI
Called Home to Jesus:
Current Congregational Stats:
communicants: 160
souls: 174

Who Am I, Lord?
When God called Moses from the depths of the burning bush, that was Moses’ response? “Who am I
that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?” (Exodus 3:11) God was calling Moses
to do something quite extraordinary, to be a leader for the nation of Israel, to deliver that nation from the
hands of slavery by standing up before Pharaoh and demanding that he release them, and to lead them in the
ways of the LORD.
Moses did not feel qualified to do anything so grand. He made many objections. “What if they ask me
who sent me?” “I can’t speak before so many people.” “I can’t stand before Pharaoh and make demands.”
“What if the people don’t listen to me?” “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the Israelites
out of Egypt?”
No matter how many objections Moses gave, the LORD would not take “No” for an answer. He assured Moses that he could do that task for which he was called because he wouldn’t be doing it alone. First, in
answer to some of Moses’ objections, God promised that Aaron would help him speak the message he received from the LORD. Second, God gave all assurance that this was the work of the LORD, that this was his
message to the people. God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM. This is what you are to say to the Israelites: ‘I AM has sent me to you.’ Say to the Israelites, ‘the LORD, the God of your fathers—the God of
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob—has sent me to you.’” (Exodus 3:14-15)
He is the same God, the same LORD, throughout all generations, and he has prepared Moses for the
task to which he called him. The same is true for you. How often have you asked yourself, “Who am I, Lord,
that I should . . . ?” Or even a slightly different focus on this question: “Lord, what can I do?”
Have you ever wondered what role you play in the Church? Or do you wonder if you even have a role
in the Church, other than someone who comes to worship? Do you wonder if what you do is as important as
the task someone else fulfills? “I can’t speak as eloquently.” “I can’t help the physical, laborious tasks.” “I
simply can’t do what so-and-so can do for the Church.” “What’s my role?”
These are the kinds of questions that plague us and make us feel insignificant in the work we do for the
kingdom of heaven. But you are not insignificant. God has granted you your own gifts and abilities, and he
has blessed you with the ability to carry them out. These gifts look so different from person to person, but the
work God calls us to do and has enabled us to do is just as important as that of the next person. A hymn we
used recently in worship addresses this point so beautifully.
Christian Worship Hymn 573, “Hark! the Voice of Jesus Crying”.
1 Hark! the voice of Jesus crying,
2 If you cannot speak like angels,
“Who will go and work today?
If you cannot preach like Paul,
Fields are ripe and harvests waiting;
You can tell the love of Jesus;
Who will bear the sheaves away?”
You can say he died for all.
Loud and long the Master calleth;
If you cannot rouse the wicked
Rich reward he offers thee.
With the Judgment’s dread alarms,
Who will answer, gladly saying,
You can lead the little children
“Here am I—send me, send me”?
To the Savior’s waiting arms.
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3 If you cannot be a watchman,
Standing high on Zion’s wall,
Pointing out the path to heaven,
Off’ring life and peace to all,
With your prayers and with your off’rings
You can do what God demands;
You can be like faithful Aaron,
Holding up the prophet’s hands.
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4 Let none hear you idly saying,
“There is nothing I can do,”
While the multitudes are dying,
And the Master calls for you.
Take the task he gives you gladly;
Let his work your pleasure be.
Answer quickly when he calleth,
“Here am I—send me, send me!”

Every “little” thing counts. I put “little” in quotations marks, because what we often view
as insignificant means so much more in the work of the kingdom of heaven. I’ve often heard, “All
I can do is pray,” and “I do enjoy giving my offering,” but I also hear, “I can’t do anything else.” If
this is “all you can do,” then you are doing plenty! Just as the hymn-writer wrote, “With your
prayers and with your off’rings You can do what God demands; You can be like faithful Aaron, Holding up the prophet’s hands.” (vs. 3)
In battle, Moses had to hold his staff over his head as a sign that the LORD was with the
Israelites and would not leave their side. He could not do that alone. His brother Aaron and another
servant of the LORD held up Moses’ hands to ensure victory for the people. It is the same in our
service to the LORD. The Pastor can’t do it alone. The council can’t do it alone. We are a body of
believers working together to accomplish the task our Savior gives us, and that is done especially
on the wings of prayer and with the offerings given to support the ministries we work to fulfill.
May God help each of us to realize that we are significant in his kingdom, and may he continue to
guide us in the work he has given to us. Amen
In Christ,
Pastor Wolf B. Parsons
———————————————————————————————————————Youth and Family Concert with Chris Driesbach
Join us on Saturday, July 11th, as we welcome WELS singer/songwriter Chris Driesbach.
He will perform a concert focused on sharing the Gospel with children and families in our community. The concert is open to all. The time of the concert is 10:30am-12:30pm, with a FREE
Hotdog lunch being served at 11:30am. Feel free to share this information. If you would like a flier to share, you can get extra copies from Pastor Parsons.
———————————————————————————————————————Semi-Annual Voters’ Meeting
The date of the Voters’ Meeting has been set for Sunday, July19th, at 10:15am. (This
means there will be no 10:30am service that day.) We especially encourage all voting members to
attend this meeting. Councilmen and Committee reports are due to the office by 9:00am on
Monday, July 13th. (Committees encouraged to submit reports are: Food Pantry; Communications Committee; Altar Guild; Ladies’ Aid; LWMS; Endowment Fund; Worship Committee; any
other organized committees/groups who help plan/coordinate ministries at Divine Savior)
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1
Pray & Play
3:00 p.m.

5

6

Divine Worship
9:00 a.m.
& 10:30 a.m.

Monday Night
Service
6:30 p.m.

7
Ladies Aid Mtg.
1:00 p.m.

8

13

Pray & Play
3:00 p.m.

Monday Night
Divine Worship
Service
w/Communion
w/Communion
9:00 a.m.
6:30 p.m.
& 10:30 a.m.
Voter Reports
due 9:00 a.m.

19
Divine Worship
9:00 a.m.
Voter Meeting
10:15 a.m.
No 10:30 service

26

20
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2

3

4

9

10

11

Food Pantry Drive
Through
1-3 p.m.

Youth & Family
Concert
With Chris
Driesbach
10:30-12:30
Free hot dog
lunch at 11:30

WATC 5:30 p.m.

16

17

18

24

25

Food Pantry Drive
Through
1-3 p.m.

Pray & Play
3:00 p.m.

.

21

Monday Night
Service
6:30 p.m.

Pray & Play
3:00 p.m.

27

28

Divine Worship Monday Night
w/Communion
Service
9:00 a.m.
w/Communion
6:30 p.m.
& 10:30 a.m.
Newsletter
articles due
today at 9:00

H U

Food Pantry Drive
Through
1-3 p.m.

Co-or Council
Mtg.
6:30 p.m.

12

T

NO Pray & Play

22

23
Food Pantry Drive
Through
1-3 p.m.

29

30
Food Pantry Drive
Through
1-3 p.m.

31

