Divine Savior Lutheran Church
102 Northridge Dr. Shawano, WI 54166
Phone: (715) 526-6880

Messenger
Special Dates in
October
Ladies Aid
6th @ 1:00 p.m.
****
Worship at the
Cross
8th @ 5:30 p.m.
****
Co-or. Council Mtg.
13th @ 6:30 p.m.
****
Communications
Committee Mtg.
19th @ 1:00 p.m.
****
JCM Bible Study
22nd @ 5:30 p.m.
****
Adult
Bible Study
Mondays
@ 5:00 p.m.
****
Pray & Play
Tues @ 3:00
****
Choir Practice
Weds. @ 6:30 p.m.
****
Food Pantry
Thursdays
1:00– 3:00 p.m.
****

Worship times.

Sun. 9:00 & 10:30a.m.
Mon. 6:30 p.m.

October 2020
I Need More…FAITH
“I Need More faith.” I can’t imagine any honest Christian who wouldn’t say a hearty “Amen” to that statement. Because of the common
weakness of our sinful, human nature, the fervent request that a
greatly distressed father made to Jesus regarding his son’s great need
and his own weakness of faith has often struck a chord: “I do believe;
help me overcome my unbelief!” (Mark 9:24)
Notice how that statement is punctuated with only a semicolon regarding his faith, but an exclamation point with regard to his unbelief. Unfortunately, that’s the reality of the faith-life of God’s people.
We wish our own faith was punctuated with an exclamation mark or
at least a simple period. But we know a question mark suggesting uncertainty or doubt gets in the way too often.
Just about every Sunday the worshipers in our churches make a confession of faith with the Apostles’ or Nicene Creed. The key truths of
the Christian faith are very briefly and yet adequately summarized in
those statements. There are no exclamation points in either of those
great, ancient creeds—just commas and periods that acknowledge the
basic scriptural facts. That’s an important aspect about saving faith:
knowing the truth about the true God and the Savior he has given us.
Since this faith is totally a gift, we need to keep going to the Lord
with this request, “Lord, I do believe; help me overcome my unbelief!”
We keep having a problem with unbelief because it’s such a natural
part of us. Faith is a supernatural thing, and it is kept alive and
strong only with the supernatural Word of our supernatural God.
The most important thing to remember about faith is that it derives
all its strength from its object, that on which it rests. As a famous
preacher once said, “It is not your hold on Christ that saves you; it is
Christ. It is not your joy in Christ that saves you; it is Christ. It is not
even your faith in Christ that saves you, though that be the instrument. It is Christ’s blood and merit.” There might indeed be many instances where our trusting faith is shaky, but the Savior and his
promises are rock solid. With this subject of faith, it’s most important
to hear him speak with exclamation points, “I love you! I have saved
you! I will never let you go!”
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PARISH NEWS
Congregational Changes last month:
Added: Baptism :
Released:
Transferred:
Called Home to Jesus:
Current Congregational Stats: communicants: 160 souls: 173

May I Dwell in the House of the LORD Forever

1

The Lord is my light and my salvation—whom shall I fear? The Lord is the stronghold of my
life—of whom shall I be afraid? 2 When the wicked advance against me to devour me, it is my enemies
and my foes who will stumble and fall. 3 Though an army besiege me, my heart will not fear; though
war break out against me, even then I will be confident. 4 One thing I ask from the Lord, this only do I
seek: that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, to gaze on the beauty of the Lord
and to seek him in his temple. (Psalm 27:1-4)

What a great promise we receive in this message! In all things, in every situation, at all times, God is
our light, our salvation, and our stronghold. Nothing an no one can stand against us and prevail. Yes, our enemies are many, our earthly enemies who stand against God and our faith, as well as our spiritual enemies, Satan and his demons.
Our greatest enemy, the devil, has been working tirelessly to destroy our faith, to cause fear, to cause
doubt, and above all, to lose sight of God’s love for us. On top of all our regular daily struggles and temptations, he is now working through extra-ordinary events surrounding Coronavirus to work against our hearts.
These times have been difficult in their own right, and there has been the added stress on the faith of believers.
At times, we feel strong, trusting entirely that God is more powerful than anything, that he rules overall. And he is; he does. Praise God when we run to him for shelter in this storm! But there are other times
when we feel a burden on our faith because we aren’t sure what to do, how to react, with everything that is
going on. We feel uncertain. We fear what’s happening. We’ve had enough and are ready to move on. There’s
a wide range of what we are all experiencing, and at each step, we are tempted to despair.
Though our faith is attacked on many fronts, even seemingly from within, God’s Word is powerful
enough to sustain us in every trial, in every test of our faith. God’s Word shows us the light of his grace that
has brought about salvation in Christ Jesus. Our foes, earthly and spiritual, cannot overcome us when we find
refuge in our Lord, who is our stronghold.

This leads us to the prayer in verse 4: One thing I ask from the Lord, this only do I seek: that I may dwell
in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, to gaze on the beauty of the Lord and to seek him in his
temple. Not only do we offer praise and thanks to God for bringing us to know the forgiveness he has won for
us in Christ, but the Spirit moves us to seek continued refuge in the Lord, that we may dwell in the house of
the LORD all the days of our lives. With this prayer, we are asking for God’s continued protection against
our great enemies that we may remain forever in saving faith.
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Stand firm; take heart, and in every situation, praise God! Remember the great things he has
done and is still doing for you. When you are tempted to despair, that is the best time to delve
deeper into God’s Word. There, and only there, can you be strengthened. There, you can find refuge from every attack. May God hold you firmly in your faith. Amen
In Christian love,
Pastor Wolf B. Parsons

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

A Note for All Members Concerning Choir Performances:
The Senior Choir has resumed practice and will occasionally be performing anthems live
for services. We have discussed the best way to do so while making certain adjustments in light of
the alterations to service to provide a safe and comfortable atmosphere to worship. Below is the
procedure the members of the choir will follow during performances, along with a recommendation for members sitting in the pews:
•

The choir will only sing during the first Sunday service (9:00 a.m.)

•

This will allow two service times (Sunday at 10:30 a.m. and Monday at 6:30 p.m.)
for those who wish to attend when the choir is not performing.

•

The choir will stand in the FRONT of the sanctuary, around the altar. The members of the choir will practice social distancing from one another and from the
congregation.
•

With this in mind, if you regularly sit in the first available pew (currently
row number 2), but would like a greater distance from the front when the
choir sings, please keep that in mind when entering the sanctuary.

•

While performing the choir selection, choir members will remove their masks. We
ask that choir members wear masks at all other times, unless exempted.

•

For your convenience and advance planning, here is a list of dates the choir plans
to enhance worship with an anthem:
•

•

October 4th; November 1st, 15th, 25th, and 29th; December 13th and 24th;

All services will continue to be available online or as a recorded DVD.
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ORDER A PIE
From the Ladies Aid
Due to the Virus and not being able to gather for a Pie and Ice Cream Social, the Ladies Aid
decided to bake pies to order for a suggested donation of $8—$10 per pie.
We have apple, banana cream, blueberry, cherry, chocolate cream, coconut cream, lemon
meringue, pecan, pumpkin, raspberry, sour cream raisin, and strawberry.
There are limited quantities, so first call, first choice. When we have your pie baked and
ready to go we will call you and make arrangements to deliver your pie to church or wherever
you like.
Place your order with Eilene Buettner—Phone # 715-526-3400 after 10:30 a.m. We will
need your name and phone number.
Thank you for your support.
Divine Savior Ladies Aid
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Food Pantry
1:00-3:00 p.m.
4
Worship
9:00 a.m.
& 10:30 a.m.

5

6

7

Adult Bible
Class
5:00 p.m.

Ladies Aid
1:00 p.m.

Communication Committee
1:00

Worship
6:30 p.m.
11
Worship
w/ communion
9:00 a.m.
& 10:30 a.m.

18
Worship
9:00 a.m.
& 10:30 a.m.

25
Worship
w/communion
9:00 a.m.
& 10:30 a.m.

12
Adult Bible
Class
5:00 p.m.

Pray & Play
3:00 p.m.
13

Choir Practice
6:30 p.m.
14

8
Food Pantry
1:00-3:00 p.m.
Worship at the
Cross
5:30 p.m.

15
Food Pantry
1:00-3:00 p.m.

Pray & Play
3:00 p.m.

Worship
w/communion
6:30 p.m.

Co-ord. Council
Meeting
6:30 p.m.

Choir Practice
6:30 p.m.

19
Communications Mtg.
1:00 p.m.
Adult Bible
Class
5:00 p.m.
Worship
6:30 p.m.

20

21

22
Food Pantry
1:00-3:00 p.m.

Choir Practice
6:30 p.m.

JCM 5:30 p.m.

28

29
Food Pantry
1:00-3:00 p.m.

26
Adult Bible
Class
5:00 p.m.
Worship
w/communion
6:30 p.m.

Pray & Play
3:00 p.m.

27
Pray & Play
3:00 p.m.

Choir Practice
6:30 p.m.

